St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church

506 Saline Street Pittsburgh, PA 15207 412-421-1709 sjcbyzantinecc@gmail.com

Served by Father Tyler Wisniewski fatherwisniewski@gmail.com
Eric Williams, cantor

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday, July 19 10:10 AM The Third Hour (SJC) p.156-157; 341-342
10:30 AM Divine Liturgy

+William Sopria offered by Butch & Donna Bittner

Monday, July 20 9 AM Divine Liturgy (SJC) p. 343-344
Followed by the blessing of vehicles
+Margaret Ream offered by Ellen Gula

Sunday, July 26 10:10 AM The Third Hour (SJC)

10:30 AM Divine Liturgy

+Stephen Bornyas Sr. offered by the Bornyas Family

Confession: Confession available after services when there is no social; or
30 minutes prior to weekday services. Confession is also available by appointment.

Sanctuary Lamp This week's sanctuary lamp continues to burn before the true presence
of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ in honor of Mike Holland offered by Mike
Meharra.

Please pray for these fellow parishioners: Vera; Maryann; Mary; Brett; Joan; Betty; Peter; Tim, Becky,
Betty; Isaac; Pam; Beverly; Robert; Justin; JJ; Dorothy; the Parkers; Marie; Kitty; Jason; Anna; Catherine;
Tom; George; Charlie; Joseph; MaryAnn, Vivian; PJ; Anita; Grayson; Sr. Ruth; Larry; John; Sandy;
Dorothy; Russell; Willa; Bennet; Brooke, Fr. Rick; Beckett; Susan; Janie, Michelle, Debbie, Fr. Ed, Patty,
Rebecca; Lorraine; Peggy; Susie; Tracy, Daniele, Victor, Dolly, Fr. John, Stephanie, & Kim.

Liturgies can be viewed on a smart TV through Youtube Live; Facebook; & through St. John Chrysostom
Church website www.sjcbce.com Liturgies are “stored” on Youtube so that you can go back anytime to watch
and pray.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH!
DEPOSITS: 7/12: DEPOSIT: $1519 ONLINE: § 258.84 TOTAL: $1777.84 (67 PEOPLE)

Note of Gratitude The parish family extends sincere gratitude to John and Mary
Harker for weeding the rectory hillside and to Patrick Gula for rehabbing the entry level
floors. We remember at every liturgy "those who bring offerings and perform good deeds
in your holy churches." We give thanks to Almighty God for John, Mary, and Patrick and
their sharing of their talents with us. May God grant you many years!

TOUR oF NEW GUILD STUDIOS -WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 @ 1PM
Car Pool available. Sign up sheet in the narthex & address slips for New Guild Studios.

FOOD DRIVE - Brushstrokes of Faith Summer ECF begins tomorrow. The
students will hold a FOOD DRIVE to benefit Fishes & Loaves Ministry which
serves Greenfield & Hazelwood. Parishioners are encouraged to donate non-
perishable food items now through August 23. Donations may be dropped off
in the social hall. This is a GCU Community Matching Funds Program.
THANK YOU!

Save the Dates!
SJB Night at the Races: Friday, August 28. Bev Rebovich will be at SJC
today and July 26 to sell Horses ($10) & Tickets ($20).

SJC Parish Picnic: Saturday, October 3 more information to come

Happy Birthday!
Theodosios Medwig (7/20) & Sandy Zenk (7/24)

Happy Anniversary!
Paul & Meri Carol Berkavich (7/23)

May God grant you many more happy, healthy & blessed years!
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The Guardians of Truth: A Reflection on the Holy Fathers

On this Sunday, the Byzantine Catholic Church commemorates the Holy Fathers of the
First Six Ecumenical Councils, those bishops and theologians who defended the true faith
of the Church against error and confusion. Their work was not merely academic debate or
theological speculation. They gathered because the salvation of souls was at stake. If Christ
is not truly God and truly man, then humanity is not truly saved.

The Gospel appointed for this Sunday records part of our Lord's High Priestly Prayer at the
Mystical Supper: "Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me,
that they may be one as We are one” (John 17:11). The unity for which Christ prayed was not
simply friendliness or agreement, but unity in the truth that He had revealed to His
apostles.

The Fathers of the Councils understood this well. Men such as St. Athanasius, St. Basil the
Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and St. John Chrysostom endured exile, slander,
persecution, and political pressure rather than compromise the apostolic faith. For

them, preserving the truth about Christ was an act of love for future generations of
Christians whom they would never meet.

St. Athanasius famously stood nearly alone against the Arian heresy when much of the
Christian world wavered. Yet he remained steadfast because he knew that truth is not
determined by popularity, political power, or majority vote, but by fidelity to the
revelation entrusted to the Church.

The same challenge confronts Christians today. We live in a world that often asks us to
reshape the faith to fit the culture, rather than allowing the Gospel to reshape our lives. The
Holy Fathers remind us that authentic unity can never exist apart from truth, and that true
love always seeks to preserve and proclaim what Christ has revealed.

Challenge for the Week: Spend five minutes each day in quiet prayer before your icons,
asking for the courage to love the truth of Christ more than the approval of the
world. When faced with a choice to compromise your faith this week for the sake of
"fitting in," pray the Jesus Prayer and ask the Holy Fathers to intercede for your
steadfastness.



